
 

 

 
AN EXCEPTIONAL SHOWCASE FOR QUEBEC-MADE FILMS 
For more than 36 years, the Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois has presented the widest possible range of 
cinematic genres and approaches, making it an exceptional forum for bringing together our films, their makers 
and the movie-going public. For 11 days, some 500 artists and industry professionals join film aficionados and 
the general public to celebrate Quebec’s films of today and tomorrow. With a selection of more than 300 films, 
including 100-plus premieres, along with a large number of free activities both thought provoking and festive, 
the Rendez-vous is an essential event on Quebec’s cinematic and festival calendar.  

 
FESTIVAL DATES 
The 36th annual Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois will take place from February 21 to March 3, 2018. 

 
AWARDS 
The Rendez-vous is the single largest showcase for Quebec-made short films in every genre. Among the shorts 
selected for the various sections (fiction, documentary, animation and art & experimental), approximately 40 
are selected for the Competition. These films are in the running for many awards reserved for short films. 

 
Other awards, designed to support and encourage creativity, quality and perseverance, including the 
prestigious Prix Gilles-Carle and Prix Pierre et Yolande Perrault, are also presented, in collaboration with our 
partners. These awards are presented to the makers of works from the year’s selection. 

 
 

RULES AND ELIGIBILITY 
 

1. ELIGIBILITY OF WORKS 

1.1. QUEBEC-MADE WORKS 

Professional audio-visual works made in Quebec between January 1 and December 31, 2017 are eligible, 
provided they fit within one or more of the seven (7) categories described in point 2. 

Works previously rejected by the Rendez-vous cannot be re-submitted unless they have been substantially 
modified. 

To be considered a Quebec-made film, the work must meet at least three (3) of the five (5) following criteria, 
and must meet at least one of the first or second criteria: 

1. The work was directed or co-directed by a Quebecer* 



2. The work was written or co-written by a Quebecer* 

3. The work was produced or co-produced by a Quebec-based company 

4. At least one of the lead roles is played by a Quebecer*  

5. A Quebecer* performed one of the following key creative tasks: cinematography, art direction, editing, 
sound design or music composition.  For animated films: animation direction or character design.   

*We consider a Quebecer to be a person who resides in Quebec for at least six (6) months plus one (1) day per 
year. 

1.2. FRENCH-LANGUAGE WORKS FROM OUTSIDE QUEBEC (FRANCO-CANADIAN FILMS) 

Professional audio-visual works produced in the French language in a Canadian province or territory other 
than Quebec, between January 1 and December 31, 2017 and which fit into one or another of the seven (7) 
categories described in point 2, are eligible. 

Works previously rejected by the Rendez-vous cannot be re-submitted unless they have been substantially 
modified. 

To be considered a Franco-Canadian work, a film must meet both of the following criteria: 

1. The work was filmed and produced in a Canadian province or territory other than Quebec. 

2. The production company is based in a Canadian province or territory other than Quebec. 

*Please check the box on the online form indicating that you are submitting a Franco-Canadian film.  
 

 
2. ELIGIBLE CATEGORIES 

• FICTIONAL FEATURE: Work of fiction with a runtime of 70 or more minutes. Corporate films and videos 
are not eligible. 

 
• SHORT AND MEDIUM-LENGTH FICTION: Work of fiction with a runtime less than 70 minutes. 

Corporate films and videos are not eligible. 
 
• SHORT AND MEDIUM-LENGTH DOCUMENTARY: Documentary work with a runtime less than 65 

minutes. News reports, television series and corporate films and videos are not eligible.  
 
• FEATURE-LENGTH DOCUMENTARY: Documentary work with a runtime of 65 or more minutes. News 

reports, television series and corporate films and videos are not eligible.   
 
• ART AND EXPERIMENTAL WORK: Film or video with a non-narrative artistic approach, or 

incorporating a non-cinematic artistic approach. 
 
• ANIMATION: Film or video work using a frame-by-frame animation technique (drawings, marionettes, 

paper cut-outs, pixilation, animatics, etc.). Corporate animations and animated television series are not eligible. 
 
• STUDENT WORK: Work in any category (fiction, documentary, art & experimental, animation) 

produced by a student in a university program or in a film school. Films produced in pre-university collegiate 
programs (such as cegep) are not eligible. 

 



NOTE: Works produced in universities or film schools are subject to a special selection process and must be registered in 
this category, failing which they will be disqualified. 
 

• INTERACTIVE WORK: A work is considered interactive if it is a narrative work whose content engages 
the audience through platforms or formats using current digital technology: website, installation, mobile 
application, virtual reality, etc. Preference is given to audio-visual works but we also accept other types of 
narrative work.  

 

3. SUBMISSIONS 
 

3.1. MANDATORY REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Registrations must, without exception, be made via the online form at www.quebeccinema.ca or by sending a 
request to clegare@quebeccinema.ca. No unofficial registrations will be accepted by email, telephone or in 
person. 
 

3.2. DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSIONS AND MATERIALS 
 
The deadline for submitting works and completing the online form is October 16, 2017. 
 
The festival reserves the right to reject any work submitted after the deadline. 
 
All materials requested must be received no later than October 23, 2017. 
 
The festival reserves the right to reject any submission if the person in charge of the submission has not paid the 
fee or provided all of the requested materials. 
 

3.3 WORKING CUTS 
 

It is possible to submit working cuts by indicating the work’s unfinished status to the programming director 
(clegare@quebeccinema.ca) and stating the date when the final version will be available. The final version must 
be available no later than November 31, 2017. Beyond that date, the festival reserves the right to reject the film. 
 

3.4. REGISTRATION FEE 
 
Registration fees are required in order to cover the costs of administration, production and promotion:  
 

• $25 for works with a runtime of 1 to 60 minutes  
• $35 for works with a runtime of 61 or more minutes. 

 
All submissions must be accompanied by the fee, either paid via PayPal through the online form, or by cheque 
made out to Fondation Québec Cinéma.  
 
If paying by cheque, please write the name of the film on the memo line and remember to sign the cheque. 
 

3.5. MANDATORY MATERIALS 
 
All submissions must include the following documents: 
Deadline: October 23, 2017 
 
 
 



Registration fees: 
- Via PayPal, through the online form 
- By cheque mailed to the Québec Cinéma office 

 
Mandatory materials to be included in the online registration form: 
 

● One (1) or two (2) still photos from the work 
● A .jpeg image of the film’s poster, if available 
● One (1) photo of the director(s)  
● A link to an online screener, including password if any 
● Detailed film credits  

 
For works produced in a language other than French or English, a subtitled copy must be provided; French subtitles are 
preferred, but English is also accepted. 
 
Please contact clegare@quebeccinema.ca if you are unable to provide an online screener. 
 
 

3.6. RETURN OF PRINTS 
 

Please note that the submitter is responsible for the cost of returning screening prints. The festival will not return 
any prints. After the festival you will be emailed instructions for claiming your print.  
 

3.6. PHOTOS 
 
Production stills must meet the following specifications:  

JPG 
300 DPI 
1920 pixels minimum 
Landscape orientation preferred 
 

Director photos should meet these specifications: 
JPG  
72 DPI  
225 x 161 pixels  
Portrait orientation preferred 
 

NOTE: We are not responsible for the quality of promotional materials submitted. If your format or photos are of 
poor quality, this will be reflected in our online and printed promotional materials. 
 

 
4. SELECTION COMMITTEE 
 
A programming committee chaired by the Director of the Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois selects works. The 
committee is made up of Quebec-based film professionals. Its main guiding principle is the desire to represent 
the diversity of Quebec’s cinematic expression and encourage dialogue among works, artists and audiences. For 
this reason, programming choices are not solely a qualitative judgment of the works submitted, but rather an 
effort to strike a fair balance among different genres, narrative styles and production types, while focusing on 
emerging filmmakers and premieres.  
 
The Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois reserves the right to reassign any work to a category it deems more 
appropriate than the one selected during the submission process.  
 



Because of the large number of films submitted, the selection committee is unable to provide comments on 
rejected works.  
 
All films selected will be made available to industry professionals (producers, exhibitors, programmers, 
distributors and broadcasters) for private screening during the festival.  
 

4.1. SELECTED WORKS 
 
The results of the selection process will be sent to submitters by email in late December 2017. All decisions are 
final and must be kept confidential until the official announcement via press conference in February 2018 (date 
TBA). 
 
If your work is selected, it is essential that you contact programmation@quebeccinema.ca as soon as possible 
with details of other festival submissions that could, if accepted, affect the screening at the RVCQ. 
 

4.2. SHORT FILM COMPETITION 
 
Among all short films selected for the Short and Medium Length Fiction, Short and Medium Length 
Documentary, Art & Experimental and Animation categories, approximately 40 will be selected for the festival’s 
Short Film Competition. 
  
With the aim of recognizing excellence in short films and celebrating the talent of their creators and crew, the 
films in the Competition will be judged by a jury of professionals, who will name the best short films in each 
category. 
  
Please note that the RVCQ does not require films to be premieres in order to be eligible for the Competition. 

 
 
5. SCREENING PRINTS  
 

5.1 ACCEPTABLE FORMATS 
 
Submitters of the films selected will receive detailed technical requirements once the programming team has 
completed the selection process. 
 
Screening requirements may vary depending on the venue where your film will be shown. 
 
The following screening print formats are accepted in most of our venues, barring certain exceptions. 
 
DCP 
HDcam SR 
35mm 
 

Digital files: 
Prores422  
Prores422 (HQ) 
H264 (Backup) 

 
If you wish to use any other format, please check with the programming team by contacting 
clegare@quebeccinema.ca   
 

5.2 SUBTITLES AND ORIGINAL LANGUAGE 
 

For works produced in a language other than French or English, a subtitled print must be provided; French 
subtitles are preferred but English is also accepted. 
 
It is essential to indicate, when registering via the online form, the film’s original language and subtitle language 
that you will provide to the festival. 



Example: If you register a film in the original French with English subtitles, the festival will include that 
information in its communication materials and screen the print with English subtitles, as indicated on your 
registration form. 
 

5.3 INSURANCE 
 
The Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois covers insurance premiums for prints from the time they are received 
until they are claimed by the submitter. In case of loss or damage during that time, the Rendez-vous du cinéma 
québécois shall be liable only for the replacement cost of the physical medium. 
 
 
6. PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS  
 
Promotional materials (posters, DVDs, press kits, excerpts, etc.) may be requested from time to time. Additionally, 
the works selected for the festival are subject, based on demand, to be shown to the media for promotional or 
journalistic purposes. 
 
The person responsible for the submission authorizes the Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois to disseminate clips 
or excerpts from the work for promotional purposes. 
 
Please note that biographies and synopses are copy-edited and modified by our editorial team to ensure 
consistency. We reserve the right to edit or shorten any written material you submit via the registration form. 
 

6.1 POSTERS 
 

We are not responsible for any loss, damage or theft of posters displayed at festival venues. If you do not meet 
the deadline for providing posters, it is possible that they will not be displayed during the festival. 
 
The festival will not return any posters. The submitter is responsible for retrieving their poster(s). After the 
festival you will be emailed instructions for retrieving your posters.  
 
If you do not claim your posters by the deadline indicated in the instructions, the festival will recycle them. 
 
 
7. ROYALTIES AND RIGHTS HOLDERS 
 
The rights holder represents and guarantees that they hold all rights, including intellectual property rights and 
private property rights, titles, and interests in the work they are submitting to the RVCQ. 
 
The rights holder (or the person responsible for the submission, whichever applies) guarantees that the work 
they are submitting is entirely original, and that none of its elements infringes the privacy rights or damages the 
honour or reputation of any third party.  
 
By virtue of the above guarantees, the rights holder agrees to take up the defence and indemnify the RVCQ for 
any damages, expenses, fees and reasonable costs incurred or suffered by it as the result of any action taken by a 
third party due to non-compliance with one or another of the preceding declarations and guarantees. 
 

7.1 ROYALTIES 
 

Royalties apply to independent productions. Royalties are paid only to the director of the work. The amount is 
based on the work’s runtime. It is a flat fee for the work, regardless of the number of co-directors. You will receive 
an email from the festival concerning the amount of royalties to be paid. Royalties will be paid by cheque upon 
presentation of an invoice.  
 



THE MANAGEMENT OF THE RENDEZ-VOUS DU CINÉMA QUÉBÉCOIS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO RULE ON ANY 
POINT NOT COVERED IN THE PRESENT DOCUMENT. 
 
PLEASE BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL REQUIRED MATERIALS WITH YOUR SUBMISSION.  
 
INCOMPLETE SUBMISSIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED. 
 
All required materials must be sent to: 
 

Catherine Legaré-Pelletier 
Programming Coordinator  
clegare@quebeccinema.ca  
514-526-9635, ext. 228 
 
Québec Cinéma  
1680 Ontario St. East 
Montreal, QC  
H2L 1S7 

 
All questions concerning programming and submissions can be sent to the same person.  
 


